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BEN CHANEY ANNOUNCES FREEDOM SUMMER 2004 RIDERS WILL PARTICIPATE TODAY WITH GTRCP IN HISTORIC SEATING OF FIRST U.S. TRUTH COMMISSION. JUNE 12TH 2004 

GREENSBORO, N.C. June 11th - The Freedom Summer 2004 Ride for Justice, led by Ben Chaney, arrived in Greensboro today, continuing it's 15 day journey from New York City, throughout the south to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the slaying of three Civil Rights workers.  Chaney's brother James Earl Chaney, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman were murdered by the Ku Klux Klan, while they were participating in the Freedom Summer 1964 program in Mississippi, where young Civil Rights workers organized Freedom Schools and Voter Registration campaigns. Their bodies were discovered 44 days later, buried in an earthen dam. The State of Mississippi has never charged the identified perpetrators.   The bus caravan, which left New York on June 10th, is journeying to sites of historic significance to the civil rights movement and will conduct voter registration drives at some 20 stops, including a memorial service in Philadelphia, MS.

This morning in Greensboro, the caravan's participants will join the Greensboro Truth & Community Reconciliation Project (GTCRP) in the swearing in of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the first of its kind in the United States. The ceremony, which will take place at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, June 12, at The Depot, 236 E. Washington St. is a milestone in the process designed to transform an ugly chapter in one city’s history into lessons upon which understanding, healing, forgiveness and true connections can be forged. On Nov. 3, 1979, (15 years after the "Mississippi Burning" murders) members of the Ku Klux Klan and American Nazi Party killed five people and wounded ten others gathered in Greensboro for a march for racial, social and economic justice organized by the Worker’s Viewpoint Organization (later known as the Communist Worker’s Party). Despite the fact that four TV crews captured the killings on film, the shooters were twice acquitted of any wrongdoing. In a third trial, a federal civil trial, Klansmen, Nazis and members of the Greensboro Police Department were found jointly liable for one of the deaths. 

The Freedom Summer 2004 Ride for Justice participants will mark this historic occasion with the GTCRP and Greensboro community in recognition of both the common issues they are addressing in their respective cases, and the common need to bring justice to the fore.

The Freedom Summer 2004 Ride for Justice is sponsored by the Chaney Goodman Schwerner Justice Coalition, a project of the James Earl Chaney Foundation.

